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In a speech from the White House on the evening of Feb. 2, President Reagan offered Congress a
greater voice in deciding whether to release the military aid portion of his contra aid request. Earlier
in the day, Democrat leaders predicted defeat of the request in the House on Feb. 3. Reagan's offer
was related to the formula devised for spending 10% of the $36.25 million that forms the main part
of the aid request which could be used for military purchases such as anti-aircraft missiles and
ammunition. Under the original proposal, this aid would be held in escrow until March 31. On that
date, if the president determined that a cease-fire was not in effect, and the Sandinistas were not
living up to their promises, he would release the military aid. Reagan said in his speech that if both
houses of Congress adopted a resolution declaring that the military aid should not be released,
he would "honor this action and withhold deliveries of ammunition in this package." The three
major commercial networks refused to carry the speech live, stating that the president reiterated
arguments heard many times before, and had nothing new to say.
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